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“We are now able to share with 

other researchers over 23,000 

video clips on health coverage 

in news and current affairs pro-

grams dating from 2005. This is a 

globally unique collection that will 

be invaluable to media research-

ers. The Intersect staff were won-

derful communicators and once 

they started working with us, the 

job was rapidly completed.”

Professor Simon Chapman

School of Public Health, USYD

The Australian Health News Research 

Collaboration (AHNRC) has recorded 

over 23,000 health and medical relat-

ed video clips from free to air Sydney 

television channels since May 2005. 

The work is funded by a 5-year Na-

tional Health and Medical Research 

Council (NHMRC) Capacity Building 

Grant of $1.9M, which runs until 2013.

The video material is stored by Uni-

versity of Sydney ICT. The Health 

News project provides a more con-

venient method of accessing vid-

eos via the Internet. Health News 

provides streaming and download 

access to the AHNRC videos for ap-

proved researchers within and out-

side the University of Sydney. The 

Health News system also provides:

•	 login and security;

•	 user management;

•	 streaming of video within the 

browser;

•	 the ability to download videos; 

and

•	 search facilities to locate videos 

based on metadata provided by 

staff at the University.

The TV Health News Database has over 23,000 digital 
items, growing at about 120/week. Bona fide researchers 
can access the database by applying to USyd’s School of 
Medical Health.
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Project Details

Start Date: December 2009

End Date: Q3 2010

Client(s): University of Sydney, 

University of Melbourne, Univer-

sity of Canberra

Website project funding: Uni-

versity of Sydney ICT

Related Links

www.sydney.edu.au/medicine/

public-health/AHNRC

www.sydney.edu.au/ict

Technologies Used: University 

of Sydney’s ‘Mediabank’, client’s 

EndNote database, Java, Tomcat, 

PostgreSQL


